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THIS MESSAGE CONTAINS PROPRIETARY INFORMATION 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG EMIN NS US 

SUBJ: ESSO EXPLORATION OFF SURINAM A DISAPPOINTMENT 

REE: PARAMARIBO A06 AND A-14 

1. HEAD OF ESSO DRILLING OPERATION WHICH HAS BEEN UNDERWAY 
OFE THE COST OF SURINAM SINCE LAST NOVEMBER TOLD EMBOFFS 
JUNE 7 THAT WELL HAS NOT PRODUCED ANY PROMISING SIGNS OP 
SIGNIFICANT OIL DEPOSITS. THE WELL HAS NOW BEEN DRILLED TO 

A DEPTH OF ABOUT 15,000 FEET BELOW THE SURFACE OP THE OCEAN 
(WHICH IS NEARLY 4,000 FEET DEEP AT THAT POINT) AND DRILLING 
WILL CONTINUE FOR ABOUT ANOTHER 1,500 PEET BEFORE EFPORT IS 
ABANDONED. THIS COULD TAKE ANOTHER COUPLE OF WEEKS. 

2. ESSO, HOWEVER, IS NOT YET READY TO GIVE UP HOPE THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SOMEWHERE IN THE AREA COMMERCIALLY EXPLOITABLE DEPSOITS 
WILL BE POUND. AFTER THE PRESENT OPERATION IS FINISHED, 

PLANS ARE TO MOVE THE DRILLING SHIP INTO 2,700 FOOT WATERS 
OFE THE COAST OF FRENCH GUIANA, WHERE ESSO, SHELL AND ELF- 
THE PARTNERS IN THE SURINAM PROJECT ALSO HAVE A CONCESSION. 
PARAMARIBO WILL MOST LIKELY CONTINUE TO SERVE AS A BASE FOR 
THE DRILLING OPERATIONS. IN LATER YEARS, OTHER WELLS MAY 
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BE DRILLED IN THIS AREA BUT IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE SHIP 
PRESENTLY IN USE WILL BE MOVED TO CENTRAL AMERICA AETER THE 
WELL OEF ERENCH GUIANA IS DRILLED. 

3. COMMENT: NEWS OE ESSO'S EAILURE TO DISCOVER SIGNIEICANT 
OIL RESERVES OEF SURINAM'S COAST WILL BE A DISAPPOINTMENT 
TO GOS OEEICIALS WHO HAD LOOKED EORWARD TO PROSPECT OE 
SUBSTANTIAL EUTURE INCOME TO SUPPLEMENT OR PERHAPS EVEN- 
TUALLY REPLACE DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE EUNDS, AS OE COURSE 
IT IS TO ESSO WHICH HAS ALREADY EXPENDED A SIZEABLE 
INVESTMENT IN THE EXPLORATION EEEORT HERE. 

LORTON 
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